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Now the tax collectors and “sinners”Now the tax collectors and sinners
were all gathering around to hear him.
But the Pharisees and the teachers ofBut the Pharisees and the teachers of
the law muttered, “This man welcomes
sinners and eats with them ”sinners and eats with them.

Then Jesus told them this parable:Then Jesus told them this parable:
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The Lost Son



Jesus continued: “There was a man
h h d t Thwho had two sons. The younger one

said to his father, ‘Father, give me my
h f th t t ’ S h di id d hishare of the estate.’ So he divided his

property between them.



N l f h hNot long after that, the younger son
got together all he had, set off for a
di d h d ddistant country and there squandered
his wealth in wild living. After he had

hi hspent everything, there was a severe
famine in that whole country, and he
b b i dbegan to be in need.



So he went and hired himself out to a
citizen of that country, who sent himy,
to his fields to feed pigs. He longed to
fill his stomach with the pods that thep
pigs were eating, but no one gave him
anything.y g



When he came to his senses,
h id ‘H f f h 'he said, ‘How many of my father's
hired men have food to spare, and here
I i d h! I illI am starving to death! I will set out
and go back to my father and say to
hihim:



‘Father, I have sinned against heaven
and against you I am no longer worthyand against you. I am no longer worthy
to be called your son; make me like one
of your hired men ’ So he got up andof your hired men. So he got up and
went to his father.



But while he was still a long way off,
his father saw him and was filled withhis father saw him and was filled with
compassion for him; he ran to his son,
threw his arms around him and kissedthrew his arms around him and kissed
him.



The son said to him, ‘Father, I have
sinned against heaven and against you.
I am no longer worthy to be called your
son.’



But the father said to his servants,
‘Q i k! B i th b t b d t it‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it
on him. Put a ring on his finger and

d l hi f t B i th f tt dsandals on his feet. Bring the fattened
calf and kill it. Let's have a feast and

l b t F thi f i d dcelebrate. For this son of mine was dead
and is alive again; he was lost and is
f d ’ S th b t l b tfound.’ So they began to celebrate.



Meanwhile, the older son was in the
fi ld Wh h h h hfield. When he came near the house, he
heard music and dancing. So he called

f h d k d hi hone of the servants and asked him what
was going on. ‘Your brother has come,’
h li d ‘ d f h h kill dhe replied, ‘and your father has killed
the fattened calf because he has him
b k f d d ’back safe and sound.’



The older brother became angry and
refused to go in. So his father went out
and pleaded with him. But he answered
his father, ‘Look! All these years I've
been slaving for you and never
disobeyed your orders.’



‘Yet you never gave me even a young
goat so I could celebrate with my
friends. But when this son of yours who
has squandered your property with
prostitutes comes home, you kill the
fattened calf for him!’



‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are
always with me, and everything I have
is yours. But we had to celebrate and be
glad, because this brother of yours was
dead and is alive again; he was lost and
is found.’”
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“Jesus is saying that both the 
irreligious and the religious are g g

spiritually lost, both life-paths are
dead ends, and that every thought the , y g

human race has had about how to 
connect with God has been wrong.”g

The Prodigal God by Timothy Keller
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In this story, Jesus redefined…In this story, Jesus redefined…

• everything they felt about God

• what is means to be lost

• what it means to be found• what it means to be found
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“Jesus uses the younger and elder
brothers to portray the two basic ways brothers to portray the two basic ways 

people try to find happiness and 
fulfillment: the way of moral conformity fulfillment: the way of moral conformity 

and the way of self-discovery.”

Th  P di l G d b  Ti h  K llThe Prodigal God by Timothy Keller
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So, what is God’s will for those who So, what is God s will for those who 
are far off?

• Come home.
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